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GREENPEACE

February 24, 2004

We've been quietly dogging the Vietnamese flagged Ha Tinh for the
last ten days. We first found the freighter trying to get a pilot
{guide) for the Kumai River. There's not much to load up the Kumai
except illegal logs and timber from unlicensed sawmills. The Ba
Tinh is a good-sized ship that could hold more than a million
dollarxs {(US) worth of illegal logs.

Poxr four days the Vietnamese government owned Ha Tinh called
over and over by radio for a pilot. They were ignored C we suspect
because everyone knew the Rainbow Warrior was in the area, which
made the Ha Tinh too hot to deal with. Pinally though, the Ha Tinh
went up the river. Then, aftexr a few days, it came back down the
river, and returned to anchor {empty). Two days later it went back
up the river.

This was all very strange behaviour. It's expensive to keep a
freighter like the Ha Tinh sitting around. So, yesterday we hired
a spotter plane to fly up the river, and find out what was going
on. The plane found the Ha Tinh, hatches open, docked at a yard
full of squared off logs, which are illegal for export.

But our spotter plane was spotted, and the Ha Tinh moved off,
back out of the river, and (still empty) anchored again in the bay.

Meanwhile, we sent photos taken from the plane to the Minister
of Porests, who urged the navy to intervene. So this morning -~ with
8 patrol ship in tow - the Rainbow Warrior returned to Eumai Bay,
launched our boats, radioced the Ha Tinh, began driving in circles
around the freighter and generally raised a ruckus.

What followed was a conversation between the navy ship and the
Ha Tinh (which at this point just wanted to go home). At this point
we backed the Rainbow Warrior off. The navy boarded the Ha Tinh,
end later ordered them out of Indonesian waters.

One freighter sent home empty won't save Indonesia's forests, but

today did show that it is possible to stop the timber mafia.

WABRT REWHK,
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smM Waebsite #1iit http //www greenpeace ctuua urg hk
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