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Pebruary 24, 2004
We've basn quistiy dogping the Vietnsmese Tlagged Es Tink for the
Laat ton Gayh. e first found the freighter trying to get a pilot
{ge12) Sox tho Ranss iver. There's not Guch to Load F the Komat
oncept 110gel logs and viaber From wnliconsed sewnills. The Ba.
Tinh in  good-aized ahip that could hold more than & million
aollurs (US) vorth of illegel loge.

Pox fonx deys the Vietnavaxe governgent owned Ha Tinh called
over and aver by radis for & Pilot. They vers dgnored O we suspct
becaan evoryone know the Eatmbow Werrior vas in the ares, which
Bada the Bs Tinh too bot to dosl with, Finally though, the Ha Tink
wont up the river. Then, after a fov days, 1t caze back down the
river, and Tetrned 1o Anchor (enpLy). To days loter it vent back
up the xiver.

Thta v

11 very atrango behaviour, Ir's expensive to keep &
frsightor 14ke the Ha Tinh witting axonnd, So, yesterday ve hired
apotter plane to Tly up the rivor, ond find oul vhat was £olng

om. The plane found the Ba Tinh, hatches open, docked at & yard
£011 of aquared of £ loga, which are fllegsl for export.

But our epottor plano was sported, and the Xa Tinh moved off,
Back ont of the river, and [atill eopty) anchorsd again in the bays

Maanwhile, ve sont photos taken fron the Flane to the Minister
of Forests, vho urged the nevy to intozvene, S0 this morning - with
# Patrol anip in tow - the Rainbow Marrior retuxned to Fumal Bay,
Launched our boate, radiced the Ha Tink, bogan driving in circles
aronnd the fretghter and gonsrally Taiecd & ruckus.

What followsd was a conversstion betwesn the navy ship and the
A Tinh (which ot this point Just wanted to g0 homel At thiz point
wo backed the Kainbow Warrios off. The navy boarded the ¥a Tinh,
Bnd later ordersd them out of Indonesian waters.

One freighter aont home sapty won't aeve Indoneais's forasts, but
today A14 show that §t je poasibls to step the tober mafia.
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